
Minutes of the Regular meeting of the

Board of Adjustment

Tuesday, April 22, 2008
1:00 p.m.

Chairman Webber called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Stephen Webber, Chairman 


Harvey Jacques
Werner Maringer 


Vicki Smith, Seated Alternate


Also Present:
Mike Egan, Legal Counsel
Teresa Reed, Zoning Administrator


Sheila Spicer, Community Development Technician, Recording Secretary

Absent:
Bob Cameron, Alternate

Mary Ann Dotson

Fred Noble, Alternate
Nancy McNary
Wayne Hyatt, Council Liaison
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mr. Maringer made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Jacques seconded the motion and all were in favor.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Mr. Maringer made a motion seconded by Mr. Jacques to approve the minutes of the March 25, 2008 meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Webber reminded those present that the services provided to the Board by Mr. Egan are contracted through the Town by permission of the Town Council. He stated any requests for Mr. Egan must come from the entire Board by way of a motion and not as a request from individual members. 
HEARINGS

(A) 
ZV-08-02, a request from Roger White to reduce the minimum front (street) yard setback from 40 feet as required by Section 92.040 of the Lake Lure Zoning Regulations to 36 feet, for a variance of 4 feet. The property (Tax PIN 220854) is located at 622 Youngs Mountain Drive, Lake Lure, North Carolina.

Chairman Webber informed Mr. White that, due to the requirement that variances need a four/fifths majority vote, all four members seated must vote in favor of the variance for it to be granted. He asked if Mr. White wanted to have his request continued to the next Board of Adjustment meeting or be heard at the current meeting. Mr. White asked that the request be heard at the current meeting. 
Ms. Reed and Mr. White were sworn in. 

Ms. Reed stated this is a straight forward variance request that is outlined in the materials provided in the Board’s packet and she had nothing to add at this time.

Mr. White testified he is requesting the variance to build a wheelchair ramp. He stated he was unaware the existing structure was noncompliant when he purchased the property. He pointed out the existing front porch awning begins thirty-six feet six inches (36’6”) from the center of the road and he wants to extend it another six inches (6”). Mr. White stated he needs the wheelchair access to accommodate visiting family members and for his possible future use, as he intends to live in the dwelling fulltime when he retires. He mentioned he is also having internal renovations done to his home to make the entire residence wheelchair accessible. 
Mr. Maringer enquired as to when the structure was built. Mr. White responded he thought it was built in 1983. Mr. Maringer asked Ms. Reed if that was prior to the adoption of the Zoning Regulations. Ms. Reed stated the original Zoning Regulations were adopted in 1979; however, she did not know if the front yard setback had been amended since then. She testified the location of this property was annexed into Town limits after the structure was constructed, which means it is a grandfathered structure. 
There were no further questions so Chairman Webber closed the public hearing.

Mr. Maringer moved, with regard to case number ZV-08-02 for a variance from Section 92.040 of the Zoning Regulations, the Board find (a) owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the regulation(s) will result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, (b) in the granting of the variance the spirit of the Zoning Regulations will be observed, the public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done, and (c) the conditions specified in §92.085(C)(1) exist.  Accordingly, he further moved the Board grant the requested variance in accordance with and only to the extent represented in the application. Ms. Smith seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
OLD BUSINESS

None
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Maringer made a motion seconded by Ms. Smith to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:17 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. 

ATTEST:






__________________________________________






Stephen M. Webber, Chairman
__________________________________________

Sheila Spicer, Recording Secretary
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